
 
Portland State University 

Graduate Studies in Sociology 
Letter of Reference Form– Page 1 of 2 

 

To be completed by the applicant 

Name of applicant (please print):  

 

 
In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, I give 
permission to release confidential information for the purpose of applying to the 
Department of Sociology Graduate Program. 
 
I (check one)  [    ] do [    ] do not waive my right to review this letter of reference. 
 

Signature _______________________________________Date__________________ 

______________________________________________ 

To the Referee: 
 
The above person is applying for admission to the graduate program in Sociology at 
Portland State University. The Sociology Graduate committee will appreciate your 
honest evaluation of the applicant.  
 
1. On the attached chart, please rank the applicant’s potential in graduate studies in 
comparison to other students that you have known over the past five years. 
 
2. Please attach a letter that explains your rankings and additional comments on the 
applicant. Include how long you have known the applicant and in what capacity, her/his 
creativity, independence, responsibility, pertinent accomplishments, and general 
promise for graduate studies in sociology.   
 
 

Please send completed recommendation form directly to: 
Department of Sociology 
Attn: Graduate Director 

Portland State University 
P.O. Box 751 

Portland, OR 97207-0751 
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Applicant’s Name_____________________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate to whom are you comparing the applicant: 
____ college seniors    ____ advanced graduate students 
____ first year graduate students  ____ other (please indicate):    
              
 
 

Exceptional 
Above 

Average Average 
Below 

Average 
Unable to 

Judge 
Intellectual capacity 

 
     

Writing ability 
 

     

Verbal skills      

Motivation 
 

     

Independence      

Creativity      

Ability to work with others      

Timeliness in completing 
assignments 

     

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Signature of Referee 

__________________________________ 
Date 

_____________________________________________ 
Name of Referee (please print) 

__________________________________ 
Referee’s Highest Degree Earned 

_____________________________________________ 
Current Position  

__________________________________ 
Current Institution 

_____________________________________________ 
Address 

__________________________________ 
City, State, ZIP 

_____________________________________________ 
Telephone 

__________________________________ 
e-mail 

 
WE KNOW YOUR TIME IS IMPORTANT - THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR HELP! 

http://www.sociology.pdx.edu 
(503) 725-3926 

(503) 725-3957 (fax) 
 
 




